Preliminary Amendment 



Dkt, 36-007-TN 



Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (currently amended) A handle for a pair of scissors having 
a first blade and a second blade that are pivotally joined 
together at a center portion, each of the first and second 
blades having a cutting portion extending distally from the 
center portion, a first handle portion and a second handle 
portion extending proximally from the center portion, the 
first handle portion and the second handle portion including a 
joint portion of the first blade and a joint portion of the 
second blade, respectively, each extending from the associated 
cutting portion, the handle comprising: a finger support 
having an inner circumferential portion being secured 
securable to the joint portion of each blade, 

the handle being characterised in that wherein an outer 
circumferential portion of the finger support of at least the 
first handle portion of the first and second handle portions 
includes a receptacle portion, an inner end, and an outer end, 
the receptacle portion receiving the joint portion of the 
first blade, the inner end extending from the receptacle 
portion over a range in which the finger supports of the first 
and second handle portions face each other when the first and 
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second blades are held in a closed state, the outer end 
extending from the inner end to the receptacle portion, 

wherein the outer end of the finger support of the first 
handle portion has an intermediate section, a first section, 
and a second section, an embedded joint portion embedded in 
the finger support of the first handle portion at the joint 
portion of the first blade being exposed from the intermediate 
section, the first and second sections extending from the 
intermediate section to the receptacle portion and the inner 
end, respectively, with the intermediate section located 
between the first and second sections, the finger support of 
the first handle portion including an outer cover portion 
formed in at least one of the first and second sections for 
covering the embedded joint portion of the first blade. 

2. (currently amended) The scissors handle according to Claim 
1/ aharactori g od in that wherein the inner end of the finger 
support of the first handle portion includes an inner cover 
portion with which a contact portion formed in the finger 
support of the second handle portion is held in contact when 
the first and second blades are held in a closed state, the 
inner cover portion covering the embedded joint portion of the 
first blade. 

3. (currently amended) The scissors handle according to Claim 
2/ characterised in that wherein the embedded joint portion of 
the first blade is exposed from the portions of the outer and 
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inner ends of the finger support of the first handle portion 
except for the portions corresponding to the outer cover 
portion and the inner cover portion. 

4. (currently amended) The scissors handle according to 
Claim[[s]] 2 or 3 , characteriaod in that wherein 

the outer circumferential portion of the finger support of 
the second handle portion includes a receptacle portion, an 
inner end, and an outer end, the receptacle portion receiving 
the joint portion of the second blade, the inner end extending 
from the receptacle portion over a range in which the finger 
supports of the first and second handle portions face each 
other when the first and second blades are held in a closed 
state, the outer end extending from the inner end to the 
receptacle portion, 

wherein the finger support of the second handle portion 
includes an inner cover portion formed at the inner end as the 
contact portion of the finger support of the second handle 
portion, the inner cover portion covering an embedded joint 
portion embedded in the finger support of the second handle 
portion at the joint portion of the second blade, and 

wherein the embedded joint portion of the second blade is 
exposed from the portions of the outer and inner ends of the 
finger support of the second handle portion except for the 
portion corresponding to the inner cover portion serving as 
the contact portion. 
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5. (currently amended) The scissors handle oorrooponding 
according to any one of Claim[[s]] 1 to 4 , charactoriaod in 
that wherein each of the embedded joint portions extends along 
the outer circumference of the finger support of the 
corresponding one of the first and second handle portions, the 
finger supports of the first and second handle portions being 
provided in such a manner as to cover and hold the 
corresponding embedded joint portions. 

6. (currently amended) The scissors handle according to afiy 
one of Claim[[s]] 1 to 5 , charactoriaod in that wherein the 
embedded joint portion of the first blade exposed from the 
outer end of the finger support of the first handle portion 
includes an exposed end, the exposed end projecting from the 
outer end for forming a step with respect to the outer end. 

7. (currently amended) The scissors handle according to Claim 
6, characterized in that wherein an end of the outer cover 
portion located adjacent to a portion of the exposed end of 
the embedded joint portion of the first blade exposed from the 
intermediate section of the finger support of the first handle 
portion projects from the exposed end and forms a step with 
respect to the exposed end. 

8. (currently amended) The scissors handle according to a**y 
one of Claim[[s]] 1 to 7 , charactoriaod in that wherein the 
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outer cover portion of the finger support of the first handle 
portion is shaped as a finger contact portion. 



9 . (currently amended) The scissors handle according to^ Claim 

8, characteri ze d in that wherein the finger contact portion 

has a finger contact surface recessed with respect to a first 
hypothetical plane including opposing ends of the finger 
contact portion. 

10. (currently amended) The scissors handle according to Claim 

9, characterised in that wherein the finger contact surface is 
curved in such a manner that a depth of the finger contact 
surface is maximized at an intermediate section between the 
opposing ends of the finger contact portion and becomes 
smaller from the intermediate section toward the ends of the 
finger contact portion. 

11. (currently amended) The scissors handle according to 
Claimtts]] 9 or 10 , characterised in that wherein a portion of 
the embedded joint portion of the first blade covered by the 
finger contact portion includes a recessed end spaced from the 
finger contact surface . 

12. (currently amended) The scissors handle according to etay 
one of Claimtts]] 9 to 11 , charactoriaod in that wherein the 
outer cover portion of the finger support of the first handle 
portion serving as the finger contact portion is arranged in 
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the first section extending between the intermediate section 
and the receptacle portion, not in the second section, 

wherein the finger contact portion faces a finger support 
recess that is recessed with respect to a second hypothetical 
plane including the intermediate section of the outer end of 
the finger support of the first handle portion and a back of 
the cutting portion of the second blade when the first and 
second blades are held in a closed state. 

13. (currently amended) The scissors handle according to Claim 
12, charactori a ed in that wherein a depth of the finger 
contact surface with respect to the second hypothetical plane 
along a direction perpendicular to the first hypothetical 
plane including the opposing ends of the finger contact 
portion is set to five millimeters or more. 

14. (currently amended) A handle for a pair of scissors having 
a first blade and a second blade that are pivotally joined 
together at a center portion, each of the first and second 
blades having a cutting portion extending distally from the 
center portion, a first handle portion and a second handle 
portion extending proximally from the center portion, the 
first handle portion and the second handle portion including a 
joint portion of the first blade and a joint portion of the 
second blade, respectively, each joint portion extending from 
the associated cutting portion, the handle comprising: a 
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finger support having an inner circumferential portion being 
Dccurod securable to the joint portion of each blade, 

the handle being characterized in that wherein an outer 
circumferential portion of the finger support of at least the 
first handle portion of the first and second handle portions 
includes a receptacle portion, an inner end, and an outer end, 
the receptacle portion receiving the joint portion of the 
first blade, the inner end extending from the receptacle 
portion over a range in which the finger supports of the first 
and second handle portions face each other with the first and 
second blades held in a closed state, the outer end extending 
from the inner end to the receptacle portion, 

wherein an inner end of the joint portion of the first 
blade, which extends between the receptacle portion of the 
finger support of the first handle portion and the center 
portion, and is located adjacent to the inner end of the 
finger support of the first handle portion, includes a 
narrowing recess for decreasing a width between the inner end 
of the joint portion of the first blade and an outer end of 
the joint portion of the first blade located adjacent to the 
outer end of the finger support of the first handle portion, 
whereby reducing the contact area at a contact point between 
the joint portions of the first and second blades located 
adjacent to the narrowing recess. 

15. (currently amended) The scissors handle according to Claim 
14, charactoriaod in that wherein the narrowing recess is 
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curved in such a manner that a depth of the narrowing recess 
with respect to a third hypothetical plane including opposing 
ends of the narrowing recess is maximized at an intermediate 
section between the ends of the narrowing recess and becomes » 
smaller from the intermediate section to the ends of the 
narrowing recess . 

16. (currently amended) The scissors handle according to a*iy 
one of Claim [ [s] ] 1 to 15 , charac teri ae d in that wherein the 
finger support of each of the first and second handle portions 
is formed of resin. 
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